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Education

School Safety, Children  Education and during
the COVID-19 Pandemic

The COVID-19 pandemic has had an 
unprecedented impact on  children and 
schools across the world. In India, schools 
have remained shut for over 3 months now, 
due to which the learning outcomes of as 
many as 320 million students have been 
adversely affected (Brookings India). While 
there is a lot of enthusiasm behind online 
classes, the model of online education in 
India ignores the digital divide in the 
country-only 23.8% of the households have 
access to internet. 

In these strained times AIDMI can reduce 
risk and build resilience of children and 
schools by carrying out the following 
activities to improve learning outcomes:

Such a risk communication and 
awareness strategy will focus on 
spreading awareness on the risks of 
COVID-19 pandemic to children in 
school to lead to desired behavioural 

1. Design a Risk Communication and 
Awareness Strategy for Schools

changes such as social distancing, hand 
washing, etc.

This uncertainty brought about by this 
pandemic is also leading to an adverse 
impact on the mental well-being of 
children. AIDMI can design an 
appropriated mental health and psycho-
social support intervention for children 
to reduce the anxiety felt by them due to 
this uncertainty.

AIDMI can also work on a strategy to 
engage parents to be active stakeholders 
in their children's education through 
home schooling plans. Such plans will 
keep the child and the parents invested 
in the education activities despite the 
extended lockdown. 

2. Mental Health and Psycho-Social 
Support

3. Engaging with Parents through 
Home Schooling Plans
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The All India Disaster Mitigation Institute 
(AIDMI) has been actively involved in 
reducing risk and building resilience for 
children and schools to improve learning 
outcomes across India. Some of the notable 
activities of AIDMI on these themes are 
mentioned below:

AIDMI has collaborated 
with Assam State Disaster Management 
Authority (ASDMA) to deliver district 
level capacity building trainings to 
government school teachers on school 
level disaster management. Total 
number of capacity building trainings 
conducted by AIDMI on school safety in 
Assam is 113 and has covered over 
5,000 teachers and over 6,500 children. 

AIDMI has collaborated with Gujarat 
State Disaster Management Authority 
(GSDMA) to audit their school safety 
week in 2015-16.

AIDMI has collaborated with UNICEF 
India for advocating 'Child Centred 
Disaster Risk Reduction' at the national 
and sub-nationals levels through robust 

1. School Safety Campaign in 
Assam 

2. Gujarat School Safety Week

3. Child Centred Disaster Risk 
Reduction

Since 2012, 

policy advocacy activities. Many 
publications on the theme of Child 
Centred DRR were taken up by AIDMI for 
this initiative.

AIDMI has been involved with UNICEF 
India in promoting the Comprehensive 
School Safety and Security Programme 
(CSSSP) in Andhra Pradesh, Assam, 
Gujarat, Uttar Pradesh, West Bengal and 
Chhattisgarh. Through this program, 
AIDMI advocated for better policy 
coherence for DRR and child protection 
outcomes in schools with the 
administrative heads of these states.

In 2019, AIDMI collaborated with World 
Vision Kerala to carry out an audit of 
World Vision's psycho-social support 
project to the children affected by the 
2018 Kerala Floods. This project focused 
on the mental health of children in 
emergencies such as the 2018 Kerala 
Floods.

4. Comprehensive School Safety 
and Security Programme

5. Accountability to Affected 
Children in Kerala

6. Accountability to Affected 
Populations (AAP) in Assam, 
Odisha and Kerala

7. Children and Air Pollution

AIDMI was supported by START Fund to 
collaborate with a consortium of 
humanitarian agencies to audit their 
relief and humanitarian assistance 
programme to affected populations in 
Assam, Odisha and Kerala in the 
aftermath of the 2018 floods. Special 
emphasis was paid to the needs of 
children on disaster and emergency 
situations.

In 2018-19, AIDMI carried out a 
concerted awareness building 
campaign in the municipal schools of 
Ahmedabad, Gujarat to spread 
awareness among school going children 
about the risks from rising levels of air 
pollution.

8. State of Humanitarian System 
Report Dialogues

In 2019, AIDMI along with ALNAP 
conducted the State of Humanitarian 
System dialogues in Lucknow, Uttar 
Pradesh with special focus on reaching 
out to children in humanitarian crises 
and emergencies.

All photographs by AIDMI.
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